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BURNS NIGHT 2007

Nearly 80 guests gathered at Tartan Hall in
Franklin on January 27th for the 248th

Celebration of Robert Burns� birthday.  This was
the eleventh time the Friends of the museum
have hosted this traditional event.

The evening began with a parade of the clan
banners and the traditional �Calling of the Clans�
led by Carl McSween and Jean Hayes, piper.
We were welcomed by Jim Akins, President of
the Friends and Bob McCollum, Master of
Ceremonies.  After Walter Taylor gave the
Selkirk Grace, the Haggis was presented by piper
Jean Hayes, chef Martha Peek, guard Skip
Taylor, bearer of the bottle Bob McCollum, and
Arthur Hays who recited Burns� �Ode  to a
Haggis� with theatrics and a toast.  For the
record, this year�s toasting material was Select
Auchentoshan, single malt imported by the
Friends� official Scotch connoisseur, Pete
Churchill.  As each guest enjoyed their serving
of Haggis, Walter Taylor gave the annual
Trustees report from the Museum.

Jean Hayes, Arthur Hays, Martha Peek, Skip Taylor.

During the Cock-a-Leekie soup and salad
courses, Museum Curator Matt Newsome
presented the Immortal Memory, a history lesson
on Robert Burns, followed by a toast to the bard.
The main course provided a choice of roast lamb
or beef, neeps-n-tatties, long-beans, and scones.
Bob and Sue Ann McMaster brought us the
toasts to the lassies and ladies.  Dessert was
Uphall Pithean (a form of apple crisp) followed
by the final toast led by Matt Newsome.
Throughout the evening, Claire Suminski and
Bob McCollum awarded numerous door prizes
and raffle goodies.

(Continued to pg. 2)

COMING EVENTS

Mar. 5 6:00 pm Friends Meeting at First
Methodist Church (bring your supper).

Mar. 8 2:00 pm Taste of Scotland
Committee at �FROG� Headquarters.

Mar. 22 2:00 pm Taste of Scotland
Committee at �FROG� Headquarters.

Apr. 2 6:00 pm Friends Meeting at First
Methodist Church (bring your supper).

Apr. 5 2:00 pm Taste of Scotland
Committee at �FROG� Headquarters..

Apr. 6 11-1:00 pm Tartan Day Celebration
at Museum.

Apr. 19 2:00 pm Taste of Scotland
Committee at �FROG� Headquarters.

May 3 2:00 pm Taste of Scotland
Committee at �FROG� Headquarters.

May 7 6:00 pm Friends Meeting at First
Methodist Church (bring your supper).

Jun. 15-17 Taste of Scotland Festival.
Jul. 20-21 Heritage Folk Festival.

Bring  Forrit The Tartan !
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WINDOW WONDERLAND

Downtown Franklin, NC was alive on the
evenings of the first two Fridays in December
2006.  Costumed folks walked the streets lined
with luminaries, Mr. and Mrs. Santa held court at
the Historical Museum, carolers sang at the
gazebo and in the open stores, and most
businesses had live displays in their windows.

Annie Suminski weaving in the window.  (Photo
by Cathy James)

The Friends decorated a tree in the Museum
window space and on the first Friday, Annie
Suminski operated a weaving loom as our
window display.

Mike Swift sewing a kilt in the Museum window.
(Photo by Kathy Akins)

The second Friday, Mike Swift and
Granddaughter Olivia Swift sewed a kilt.  Olivia
is Miss Tartan from 2006 Taste of Scotland.

Inside the Museum, the Friends (coordinated
by Pete Churchill) served hot apple cider and
cookies to visitors.  About 400 persons came
through the door each evening to be greeted by
ladies in their sashes and men in kilts saying
�Welcome to Scotland!�

By Lloyd Swift

(Burns Night continued from pg. 1)

Lassie Sue Ann and Laddie Bob McMaster.
(Another Burns Night photo on pg. 4)

A Burns Night is not complete without some
music and dancing.  Flora McDonald Gammon
organized a program that included her songs,
Pam Dengler, fiddle, Annie and Claire Suminski,
songs, Jean Hayes, piping, and John Dall,
Scottish country dances.  To close, Walter Taylor
gave the invitation to �come ye back again,� and
we sang Auld Lang Syne.

Our special thanks to the decorations team
led by Mike Swift, servers led by Donna Nelson,
Angel Medical Center kitchen and special chef
Martha Peek, ticket-masters Jane Riddle and
Gwen Litten, raffle huckster Sue Myers, and
Claire Suminski and Cathy James who collected
the raffle goodies.  Overall event coordinators
were Gwen Litten and Lloyd Swift who remind
you to save next January for Burns Night 2008.

By Lloyd Swift


